
MEMORANDUM
January 28,2021

TO: The Honorable chair and Members of The school Board of Miami-Dade

FROM:

SUBJEGT:

County, Florida

Alberto M. Garvalho, Superintendent of Schools ifiU

STAFF FOLLOW-UP: SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF NOVEMBER 18'

2uzo,Ac EN DA tTiir- n.i o, PROVI D-l NG GUIDANc E To I N sTRucTloNAL

PERSONNEL O[ nOW TO PROPERLY ADDRESS POLITICAL

VIEWPOINTS AND CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES IN THE CLASSROOM

At the school Board meeting of November 18, 2020, the Board approved Agenda ltem H-

10, proffered by School BoJd Member Dr. Marta Perez, requesting the Superintendent of

schools to provide appropriate guidance, as may be necessary, to remind instructional

personner regaroingliffi proplny address or discuss controv-ersiar issues and political

viewpoints with stuienis ourihg br"rlroorlnstruction. This information should indicate that

crassroom instruction ii not to 6e used;;; attempt to indoctrinate or persuade students to

a particular point oiui"* and should Oe minOtul io not infringe on the academic freedom

prlvided to instructional personnel in these matters'

The Division of Academics, Department of social sciences, has continuously offered

support to school-site administrators and instructional staff in accordance with Florida state

$tatute 100g.42, Required lnstruction and M-DCPS' Student Progression Plan' on the

appropriate instructional strategies to utilize when teaching controversial subject mafrer'

To provide support to instructional personnel in teaching controversial issues' the office of

professionat oeueiopr"nt 
"no 

ruatuafion, in partnership with the Department of social

sciences, will facilitate training and peer-to-peer conversations through Professional

Learning support Teams (pLsrs) pD caf6s. The pLsrs at each schoor wi[ coilaborate with

school leadership to provide strategies on no* to properly address or discuss controversial

issues and poriticar viewpoints with students during crassroom instruction. ln addition, the

office of professional standards will provide guidelines and training to ensure compliance

with School Board policies when teaching Juch topics through Ethics Matter trainings,

specifically, Remain Neutral: AdOressing [ontroversial lssues in the Classroom' These

guidelines and training will also be providld to new teachers through the New Teacher LAB

(Learning At the Beginning)'

Additionaily, as a resurt of schoor Board rtem H-20 under the subject "Political Bias"

proffered by former school Board Member Dr. Martin Karp at the school Board Meeting of

october 21, 2020, the Division of Academics, Department of social sciences, and the

Department of Assessment, Research, and Data Analysis published weekly Briefing

#2g2g7 'student Survey Regarding Politics" on January 22' 2021' The 2021 High School

survey-rnstruction Regardin! poritics was deveroped to ascertain students' experiences.

11rh grade U.S. Histor/teach-ers and i2tn grade U.S. GovernmenVEconomics teachers have

been asked to providl tn"i, students *iti 
"n 

opportunity to complete the survey via a link



prfovided in the weekly briefing. Students have until February 26' 2021to respond to the

;ffi; rrrlv. Survey qJestions are largely based on School Board Policy 2240:

cbntroversiar rssues and student Expression. As ber school Board ltem H-20 from october

;f. H;.; ,,lo"i *ur be provided to the school Board at the Mav 19, 2021 regular school

;6;;J;;"iini higHignting student survey results regarding political bias'

lf you have any questions or require additional information, ptease contact Mr' Jose L'

fotres, Chief Human Capn{ Ofiger, Omt" of Human Capitai Mana.Oeqe3t' at 305 995-

7P6O,or Dr. Sylvia J. Diai, Chiet ncaOemic Officer, Office of Academics & Transformation'

af sos ee5-4255.

,fMC:jmc

Y787

cc: School Board AttorneY
SuPerintendent's Cabinet
Ms. Lisette Alves
Ms. Tricia M. Fernandez
Ms. Gisela F. Feild
School Board Agenda Office
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Book

Section

Title

Code

Status

Adopted

BoardDoc@PL

@P-n$*tffiJmt.

Policy Manual

2000 Program

CONTROVERSIAL 1SSUES AND STUDENT EXPRESSION

po2240

Aclive

May 11,2011

2240 . COT{TROVERSIAL ISSUES AND STUDENT EXPRESSION

students are encouraged to parflclpate in discusslons, speeches, and other expresslons ln whlch many points of view' includlng

those that are controversial, are freely explored. A controverslal lssue is a topic on which opposing polnts of view have been

promulgated uy responsiole oplnion ot. tttety to arouse both suppott and opposluon ln the community'

The lntroduc.on and proper educational use of controversial issues are permitted if their use ln the instructional program:

A. ls related to the tnstructtonal goals of the course of study and level of maturtty of the students;

B. does not atternpt to lndocHnate or persuade students to a particular point of vlew;

c. encourages open-mlndedness and is conducted ln a splrlt of scholarly lnqulry;

D. provides students wlth the right to form and express an oplnlon on controversial lssues wlthout subjectlng them to

academlc consequenc€s or disclplinary action for expr€sslng their viewpoints;

E. pmvtdes students wlth the rlght to study under competent lnstructlon ln an atrnosphere ffee from bias and preJudlce; and

F, provides students with the rtght to form and express an opinlon on conFoversial issues without Jeopardizing their

relationship wlth the teacher or the school'

controversial issues related to the instructional program may be initiated by the students thernselves provlded they are

presented in the orotnary course of classroom tnstructton and are not substantlally dlsruptlve to the educatlonal settlng'

students shall not be disturbed in the exercise oi tt 
"t, 

constltutianally guaranteed right to assemble peaceably and to publiclv

and prtvately express rOL"s unO oplnlons, incUdlnf the use of soclal medla, provlded that such exercke does not lnfringe on the

,igr.i. 
"i "il1lrs 

ind does not interfere with the operation of the schools.

stud€nts seeking to express thelr ldeas and oplnlons through demonstratlon must discuss reasonable tlme, place' duration' and

mann€rresHctionswiththelrsponsororanadminlstratorinadvance,

Drsciplrnary action may be taken agarnst students who vtorate provlslons of the code oF Srudent conduct (Pollcv 5500)' school

Board policles, or engage in the followlng types of activlties, lncluding through social medla, llbel; vlolence or destruction of

property; speech that li obscene, vulgai lewd, or lndecenti encouraging lllelal drug use; or urglng violation of law or school

regula'ons. student expresslon through ry,nuorr, outtons.'oaag"., ..b-1"t"-, armblnds, and dresslgrooming is subject to the

same llmltatlons and may be prohlbited lf it stgnlrtes or is related to gangs' gang membersfilp' or gang activity' or otherwlse

causes or may cause a dlsruption at school'

The rllht tO froe speech for students wlth regard to school-sponsored publlcatlons, producdons, and performances ls ouuined in

polacy 5722. controverslal lssues may be introduced ln school-sponror"o puolt"utionsf productiorx, and performances provlded

equal opportr,rnity is glven to present opposing vlewpoints'

https://go"boarddocs.com/ff/sbmd/Board'nsflPubllc?open&ldaldcome#



Viewing ltem

Brlsfing lD *:29297

ALL SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS/APS/TEACHER$: SOC|AI SC|ENCE8'StUdENt SUTVEY

lnstnf ction Regarding Politics
Catagory: For Your lnformatlon

Audience: Principals/APs(SeniorHigh),AllTeachers
PostDate: Jan21,2021

Due Date: nla
Maeting Date: nla
Master Calendar: n/a

Attachment(s): 6S SBjolicv-22a0-pglf

To inform senior Hlgh schools of a survey for 1 1th and 1 2th grade students regardlng instructional experlences about

poliiics.

The Division of Academics, Department of Social Sciences and the Department of

Assessment, Reseaich,.nb Oit" Analysis are pleased to inform Senior High Schools of a

sii'"ey toi titn ano 12th grade studenti regarding instructional experiences about

politics.

At the school Board Meeting of october 21,2020, former school board rnember, Dr. Martin

k;rp, fiff;red School Boari ltem H-20 under the subject'Political Bias." Said item was

lppi"rl"JOv tfre sctrool Board and called for studentsio be surveyed regarding political

niases in the classroom and at school'

As such, the 2021 High School $urveyJnstruction Reganding Po_lltlcs.was developed to

ascertain students' 
"*-p"rl*."s. 

Senioi High School 11th grade U.q..HFto..y teachers and

iiin rii"o" u.s. coueinmenueconomics teichers are asked to provide their students with

tne fojtowing rur"y link, trd 
"ll,r* 

class time to complete the survey in order to comply

with the School Board's request.

The2A2l High School $urvey-lnstruction Regardinq-Politics may !e admlnlstered

between Janlary ei - p"l.u iry 26,202l, and is available at the llnk which follows:

Please note the following regarding the survey:

o $urvey questions are largely based on the attached School Board Policy 224O:

Controversial lssues and $tudent Expression'

o Completing the survey is anonymous and voluntary'

o Teachers are encouraged to provide incentives for their students to complete the

survey (e.g. an extra credit grade).

h0pe :/lmdcpsportabpps2.dadeschools'net/brl€fingBfuleul-item.aspx?ld=29297



Vl6u/'lng ltem

Should you have questions or need additional information,.please cgntqgt Dr. Tarek Chebbi'

Oiioior, Om." or progiam Evaluation, at tchebbi@dadeschools.net or Mr. Robert C'

#;6ky, rxecutive 6ir""tor, Department of social sciences, rbrazofsky@dadeschools'net

or see the contact information below.

Mr. Robert C. Brazofslcy, Executive Director ( 305 99$1982 )

Department of Social Sciences

hupeJ/mdi;peportalapps2.ddesctrools'neUbrielingsMew-item'aspx?ld=29297
2t2



a2212021
2021 Survey of Hlgh School Students about Politlcs

z}z1 Survey of High school students about Politics

The purposa of this survey is to gather the opinions of high school students about instructlon that takes place

concerning politics, controverslal issues, and student expression. Questions on this suntey are largely derlved from

existing schoor Board poficies. There are no "right- or ,,wrong" answ€11s. The informatron garned from this sutvey is

completely anonymous. your responses wiil be combined with those of other students. For this r€asonr you SHouLD

NOT put your name or other personal information on the survey. INSTRUCT|oNS: Please read each statement

careftrr$ and decide how much you agree or disagrce with the statement as it applies to Sour school or use the

drop-down menu to select the apprpriat€ answen

lntroduction

What is Your grade level?

l"l
What is lour gender?r .;l

use the drop-down list to select your school (Please note that sthools are listed by school number)'

Which athnic grouplnceyou identlfy with the MOST?

hftps;//surveygoldcloud.com/sn1 6A7D81761 34ECA/1 60'htm
1t2



lt13t&2'l Board0ocs& PL

issues may not be lntgated by a source outslde the schools unless prlor approval has been given by the prlnclpal'

fr .*"p"n.fbn for the admlnistraUve imptementatlon of thls pollcy'

of study or certaln instrucilonal materlals may contaln content and/or actlvlHes that some parents flnd obJectlonable' If

:tul, personal review of th;;*sramtssons and/oimatetiats' tdT!!1',?:":::-T:^t*::3?::it$i$ffi,l:t"*
Hl#trT#;1;Hiffij;ffi;f.- ii,ffi Jv*t"*, me scrroot wul consider a wrltten request ror hls/her chlld io be

rom a partlcular class, t"iron, or activitv ror tp*Jnea'teaTP.fri ?111"11T1,":::.Y*::::":::::0"ffl""".f *:ffi:ffi;fft;;;;;i;;;"t!l.o'Jne actvrtles durins tlmes of such parenilequested absences'

to file formal complalnts regardlng controverslal lssues or the use of partlcular materlals must do so accordlnE to

20 u.s.c. r23zh

A cot
afrer

.nsflPubllc?Qen&ld=udcome#



2021 Surveyof l'ligh School Studsnts about Politbs

2021Survey of High School Students about Politics

Feedback about instruction related to politics or controversial issues....

$trongly Agree Agree Don't Know Disagree
Strongly
Disagree

o
lnstruction related to Politics
or controversial iszues has
been related to the
instructional goals of the
courses that I have taken'

lnstruction related to Politics
or controversial issues was not
delivered in a waY to Persuade
me to accePt a Particular Point
of view.

lnstruction related to Politics
or controversial issues was
done in an atmosphere that
encou raoed oPen'' mi ndedness
and was-condircted in a sPirit
of scholady inquiry.

lnstruction related to Politics
or controversial issues
respected mY right to exPress
mv' opinion without subJectlng
mb to neqative consequences
(academii and/or disclPlinary].

lnstruction related to Politics
or ccntroversial issues was
orovided in an atmosPhere
free from bias and/or
prejudice.

lnstruction related to Polhics
or controversial issues allowed
me to exoress mv opinion
without iboPardiiing mY
relationship with mV teachers
and/or with mY schbol.

lnstruction related to Politics 
O

or controversial issues has

hltpsJlsurveygoldcloud.comrbi0l 8A7DB1 761 34ECA/1 80'htn
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o
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202't Survey of Hlgh Sc+tool Studenlo about Polltics

2A2l Survey of High School Students about Politics

lnstructional materials ...

Strongly Agree Agree Don't Know Disagree Strongly
Disagree

lnstructional materials
[textbooks, news articles,
videos etc.l that have been
used durino instruction related
to Dolitics dr controversial
issues have been balanced,
not favoring one Particular
vlew.

lf instructional materials were
oresented to me that
bortraved one oarticular
bolitical viewp<jint or partv,
inost of the time addition-al
materials were presented that
portrayed a nother viewPoint.

Durino mv experiences in
school, my constitutional right
to assemble peacefully and to
oubliclv and privatelv express
ideas ahd opinions tias NoT
been infringed upon, given
that I did not disrupt the
educational setting.

ooOoo

ooooo

ooooo

httpst/surv€ygoHcloud.com/erO1 6A7DB 1 701 34ECA/1 60'htn 1n



2t22r&21 2021 $urvey of Hlgh School$tudents about Polltics

been balanced and, in large
part, non-Partisan.

htlpsJ/suweygotdcloud.cords$'l 6 N ffi 17 6'1 11ECAI{ 60'htm
2t2



2021 Survey of HiSh Sdlml $hrdents about Politics

2O2l Survey of High School Students about Politics

Experiences during the 2020 election season"'

Did you discuss politics or public issues in the following settings?

(Select all that aPPIY)

OAt home, with mY familY

D At school, witfi mY friends

F At school with mY teachers

OOnllne wlth myfriends or people I know

0Online with PeoPle I do not knol

D None of the above

Have you done any of the following aqtivities?

(Select all that aPPIY)

OCampalgned for a politlcal candldate or pany

Olttended a Political rallY

D Expressed suPport for a political candidate ot a public cause

0Voted in the 2020 election

D None of thc above

Did vou receive any of the following in exchange for your political

engSgament?

(select all that aPPM

ClVolunteer hourc needed for High school graduation

D Promlses for assistance wldr college appllcation

O Financial comPensation or gifts

Oottrcr lncantlve

0 None of the above

https://surveygolddoud'corn/s$'l 6A7DB 1 761 34ECAJ1 60'hlm
112



2021 $urvey of High School Studsnl$ about Pdldcs

2O2l Survey of High School Students about Politics

Political activities and/or influences outside the classroom

Strongly Agree Agree Don't Know Disagree
Strongly
Disagree

o

o

ln oeneral, I believe there are
pofitical biases at rnY school'

I have oersonallv witnessed
poiiticit biases it my school'

lwas offered
volu nteer/com mun itv service
hours in dxchange for helPing
a specific ParlY or candidate.

I was offered other incentives
in exchange for helPing a
soecific Partv or candldate
iiuch asi assistance with
iotteoe application, material
iomf,ensbilon (moneY, gitu)).

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

ooooo

https;//surveygolddoud'com/s/01 6A7081 761 34ECA/160'hlm
1t2



MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

May 10,2021

The Honorable Chair and Members of The School Board of Miami-Dade
County, Florida

Alberto M. Carvalho, Superintendent of Schools fl,
SUBJECT: STAFF FOLLOW-UP: SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF OCTOBER 21,

2020, AGENDA ITEM H-20, POLITICAL BIASES

At the School Board meeting of October 21, 2A20, the Board approved Agenda ltem
H-zA, proffered by School Board Member Dr. Maftin Karp. This item directed the
Superintendent to 1) include in the School Climate Surveys and/or in a separate student
suryey, questions to gauge whether students believe they have been the subject of
political biases in the classroom and anywhere at school; 2) review survey responses and
take any necessary corrective actions; and 3) provide a response to the School Board no
later than the School Board Meeting of May 2021. As follow-up to this Board item to
maximize student participation, District staff has taken the following actions.

As an extension of the School Climate Survey, the Office of Assessment, Research, and
Data Analysis, in conjunction with the Division of Academics, and Department of Social
Sciences administered the 2021 Survey of High School Students about Politics. The
survey addressed students' perceptions and experiences during instruction and
interactions at school regarding politics. The survey was carried out between January 21
and April 6,2021. The survey questions were largely based on the School Board Policy
2240: Controversial lssues and Student Expression.

Attached is an Evaluation Matters report, Resulfs of the 2021 Suruey of High Schoo/
Sfudenls about Politics, with the complete survey results from a student population of
13,991 respondents. Below are notable highlights:

o Most of the students indicated that instruction and instructional materials used in
their classes presented a balanced viewpoint and respected their individual
opinions.

. Slightly less than half believed there were political biases in the school, with 41%
indicating that they had personally witnessed political bias.

. Few students were offered incentives, such as community service hours, for
helping a political party or political candidate.

o Most of the students had engaged in discussions of politics in their homes with
families and at school with their friends, but fewer, in the range ol 4A-45%, online
with friends or at school with their teachers.

. Overall, about one-third of the students had expressed support for a political
candidate, but very few had engaged in other political activities.



The results of this survey indicate that no systemic corrective action is necessary.

Teachers should continue to provide instruction on such topics in an unbiased and

balanced rnanner. Schools should maximize efforts to encourage civil discourse that will

guide students when approaching these topics outside of the classroom.

lf you have any questions or require additional information, please contact^Dr. Sylvia-J.

bilz, Cnief Rc6Odmic Officer, Otiice of Academics and Transformation, at 305 995-1451'

AMC:gf
M1206

Attachment

cc School Board AttorneY
Superintendent's Cabinet
Ms. Lisette Alves
Ms. Gisela Feild
Mr. Robert C. BrazofskY
Dr. Sally A. ShaY
Dr. Tarek Chebbi
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Evaluation Matters
Volume 10, Number 7 May 2021

Results of the 2021
of High $chool Students

Dr. Tarek Chebbi, Director

Survey
about Politics

1. What is the purpo$e of this report?

The 2021 Survey of High School Students about Politics was carried out by the Office of

Assessment, Research,-and Data Analysis, in conjunction with the Division of Academics,

O"p"rtr".t of Social S"i"n""r, as a resuit of a Boardiequest to 9!uge y-hethgr students believe

th;y ht" been the suUlect of political biases at school (School Board Meeting of October 21,

iOZO, Ag"nda ltem H-ZO, politi"al Biases), given the political atmosphere in the nation during the

zozo'pr"rioential election. The survey adoiessed students'experiences during instruction and in

interactions at schoolwith regard to potitics. The surveywas initially 99h9q{9d to be administered

to 11th and 12-grade studenis between January 21 ind February 26, .2021,-and.was extended

in.rgh Aprit Ai ZOZI. The survey questions were largely based on the School Board Policy

2240i Controversial lssues and Student Expression'

2. Which populations were targeted for this survey?

All 1 1rh and 1 2th-grade students in traditional (non-charter) senior high schools who were enrolled

in U.S. History or U.S. GovemmenUEconomics courses were asked to provide their feedback by

completing the anonymous online survey. The 2021 Syrvey of High school students about

politics was administered online, using SurveyGold. Teachers in the targeted classes were asked

io pioviOe class time for students to respond to the .survey. ln order to increase participation'

teachers *"r" 
"n"ourageO 

to give their students an incentive to complete the survey (e.9., an

extra credit grade).

3. Who resPonded to the surveY?

overall, 13,991 students in grades 11 and 12 responded to the survey, representing 30% of the

;;9"6 siuoents. The res-ponding students were enrolled in 63 District (non-charter) high

schools. The averag"-nrrb"t of iespondents by school was 222. Additional demographic

characteristics of thJrespondents by giade, gender, and ethnicity are presented in Table 1'

It should be noted that the demographic distribution of the respondents to the survey is very similar

to the distribution of the overall student population in Miami-Dade County Public Schools' As

such, the results may be generalizable to the targeted population.

Page 1 of5



Table 1: Characteristics of to the

Number Percent
District Student

11th Graders 49.494/o

12h Graders 50.51%

il.04%

Female 49.00o/o

Hrspeniq 
"

72.600/o

$eph Ngn:Htqpgnic-

White 6.40o/o

Multiracial 0.60%

Did not answer

1jA%

Others 0.1

TOTAL lAOo/o

4. What were the students' perceptions of political bias in classes and their school?

The survey was comprised of four main sections: 1) feedback about instruction related to politics

or controversial issues; 2) instructional materials; 3) political activities and/or influences outside
the classroom; and 4) experiences during the 2O2A election season.

The survey items addressed in Tables 2 - 4, regarding the students' perceptions of political bias,
conformed to a Likert-scale format, with the following responses: Strongly Agree, Agree,
Disagree, Strongly Disagree, or Do Not Know. For purposes of this summary, the Strongly Agree
and Agree options have been combined for overall "Agreement", while the Disagree and Strongly
Disagree options have been combined for overall"Disagreement." Note that students who did not
express an opinion, and answered, "Do not Knorn/'are not included on the tables which follow,
therefore the sum of percentages of "Agreement" and "Disagreement" will not total 100o/o.

As seen in Tables 2 and 3, the majority of the students indicated that instruction and instructional
materials used in their classes presented a balanced viewpoint and respected the students'
individual opinions.

910 ; 6.50%
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Table 6: Have you done any of the following activities?

Exoressed support for a politica! candidate or ? public cause

Percent

31.33Yo

Voted in the 2020 election 7.25Yo

Attended a political fqlly- 6.37o/o

Ca moaiqned for a political Ga nd ldste-q1p9ry.- 5.63%

None of the above 61.75%

5. Summary

The results from the 2021 Survey of High school students about Politics have provided insight

into students' perceptions of instiuctionil practices and their experiences regarding politics at a

critical time, during the 2020 election cycle. The results show that the instruction that took place,

"iong 
*ith instructional rnli"ri"rr regarding politics and/orcontroversial issues seem to have been

pr""io"J in a balanced and fair manner, as addressed in school Board Policy 224o: controversial

lssues and Student ixpiession. Nevertheless, the results suggest th?l rl49l engaged in

uiscussions or dialogue iegarding politics and/or controversial issues outside of the classroom'

students were more ri[erv i5 repoil inat bias did exist. lt should be noted, however, that the results

do not indicate wiOespielJuse of incentives in support of any political party or candidate'

Table 7: Did you receive any of the fottowing in exchange for your political engagement?

needed for hioh school

Promises for assistance with
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